StTBEDAR IN  DANGER                           159
cular Subedar loved  the feel of money.  It also
struck   the   Sowcar   that   the  fact of   the cook
being the instigator  of  the  complaint might be
made use of in another way.   Supposing he made
it worth   the   Subedar's  while  he  might even
ask his cook to withdraw the case.   So he went to
our Subedar on some pretext one day and, when
other talk was over, raised this topic. Our Subedar
agreed and called  his  cook and said: ' What is
this,  young fellow ? It  seems  you are getting
involved in the quarrels about a woman of the
town ?' He ought not to have taken such a high
tone with the fellow.    The cook said in reply:
' Why, sir ? Who said that I went to share in the
quarrels about any public woman ?    This woman
is as honest as any household woman.   When she
cared for this Sowcar she allowed him to come to
her.    Now she is allowing me to visit her and
will not allow a single other person to step near.
If all married women were as true as this woman
the world would  be a much better place."    The
Subedar did not know what to say to this. He
thought that he should speak to the cook later
and dropped the matter there.    The Sowcar gave
him the amount agreed upon.    The Subedar put
it into his savings bank account.    The enquiry
was postponed for one reason or another, first for
one month, then for a second month and then for